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Date: 10–14 October 2022 

Venue: University of Konstanz 

Organizers: Prof. Dr. Alexis Drach (University Paris 8); Prof. Dr. Eleni Gara (University of 

the Aegean); Prof. Dr. Daniel König (University of Konstanz); Prof. Dr. Mariana Malinova 

(New Bulgarian University) 

Finances: Travel costs, accommodation, and food are financed for all travelling students 

through different funds, including an Erasmus+ Blended Intensive Programme 

Credits: 6 ECTS 

The Topic 

As the shared history of many historical and contemporary collectives, Mediterranean history 

can only be understood by taking into account different perspectives. Organized by four 

different universities, each representing a different linguistic and academic tradition of 

historical studies, the planned workshop on Mediterranean Connections wishes to highlight 

the complexities and ambiguities of a world region that constitutes both a shared space and a 

boundary. Moving from Antiquity to the 21st century, the workshop explores three main themes 

that allow us to approach phenomena of Mediterranean connectivity from different angles: 

Spatial Configurations, Infrastructures, Temporalities.  

The workshop itself will be divided into five thematic sections that address the triad of spatial 

configurations, infrastructures, and temporalities from different perspectives and in modes that 

transcend the usual period-oriented approach adopted in the teaching of history: (1) 

Frameworks and Infrastructures, (2) Transfer of Knowledge, (3) Mobility and Identity, 

(4) Religion and Social Interaction, (5) Conflicts, Trauma and Memory 
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The Workshop 

Preparation: An introductory ZOOM-meeting at the end of September will give participating 

students the possibility to get to know the organizers and their fellow students. Until then, they 

will have received a reader of around 50 pages that contains the material to be prepared for the 

workshop, mostly primary sources in English translation. The participating students (seven 

from each university) will be divided into transnational working groups, which will then 

participate actively as groups in the individual workshop sessions.  

The workshop: The workshop itself will be organized in the following way: Having arrived in 

Konstanz on 10 October 2022, the students will receive a general introduction to the workshop 

on the part of the organizers. Days 2, 3, and the morning of Day 4 are dedicated to the individual 

workshop sessions. Each thematic section is taught by three members of the teaching staff from 

the different participating universities. After a general introduction and an individual input by 

the three members of the teaching staff, the six transnational working groups of students will 

receive time to prepare a statement on the session topic on the basis of the reader. The 

presentation of these statements will lead into a general discussion of the wider topic. The 

insights received during these sessions will serve as the basis for the final discussion on 14 

October. In addition, the afternoon of 13 October is dedicated to an excursion to a reconstruction 

of late stone age and early bronze age stilt houses on the border of lake Constance 

(https://www.pfahlbauten.de/ihre-tour/), which give insight into the political, economic, social, 

and religious networks that connected this very small “middle sea” (Mediterraneum) with 

neighbouring regions. 

After the workshop: Students participating in the workshop are required to write a short report 

(approximately 3 pages) on the contents, the discussions, and their experiences during the 

workshop. In November 2022, the participating students and the organizers of all four 

universities will meet via ZOOM for a feedback round, which will also help to organize 

comparable future events.  

How to apply 

If you are interested in receiving a broad overview on Mediterranean history taught by an 

international group of academic teachers from Bulgaria, France, Greece, and Germany; if this 

interest is relevant to your academic studies, and if you are linguistically able to actively 

participate and communicate in a workshop held in English, then apply for participation in the 

workshop. In this case, please send a short letter of motivation (one page) to the respective 

workshop organizer at your home university until 10 June 2022: 

Konstanz: Prof. Dr. Daniel König, daniel.g.koenig@uni-konstanz.de 

Mytilene: Prof. Dr. Eleni Gara, egara@aegean.gr  

Paris: Prof. Dr. Alexis Drach, alexis.drach@univ-paris8.fr  

Sofia: Prof. Dr. Mariana Malinova, m_malinova@nbu.bg  
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