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ABSTRACT 

After the end of the Cold War a new subfield of political theory labelled variously: ‘Global Ethics’, ‘Global 

Justice’ or ‘Global Political Philosophy’ began to flourish generating not only multitude of publications but 

also undergraduate and graduate study programmes at university across the world. The field is centred 

on the efforts to formulate a cross-culturally relevant ‘global theories of justice’ and to apply such theories 

to the assessment of particular states of affairs of transnational nature, such as global poverty, economic 

inequality, gender inequality, human rights violations, ascribing to them a status of cases of global 

injustice. The central debate in the field of global justice is underlined by a clash between Anti-essentialists 

(inspired by Poststructuralism and Deconstruction) and Universalists, both of whom claim to find support 

in the findings of cultural anthropology. The anti-essentialist camp argues that a search for a global theory 

of justice is not only futile but positively harmful, while the universalist camp (inspired either by Kant or 

Aristotle) worries that in the absence of a plausible global theory of justice, no transnational/transcultural 

social critique is possible, which would make the very concept of ‘justice on Earth’ incoherent. In response 

to this deadlock, I argue that it may be possible to bridge (or transcend) the gap between these two 

opposite camps by appreciating the force of the key arguments of both Anti-essentialists and Universalists 

and adopting the view that while human conceptualisations of the normative aspect of social life are 

indeed human constructs/inventions shaped by historical conditions, this does not exclude a possibility of 

global normative consensus under the appropriate conditions that may be generated by the ongoing 

process of globalisation. As an example, I argue that an entire normative global social theory may be 

generated by consensual “investing” a concept of ‘solidarity’ with a new meaning, taking advantage of 

indefinite content of our concepts (especially what G. Lakoff calls ‘essentially contested concepts’). 
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